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Effective:
SEYE CITY OF KEEGO HARBOR

KEEGO HARBOR CITY COUNCIL
ORDINANCE NQ. 24C-0]

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND AMEND CHAPTER 18 OF THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES, FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION, ARTICLE 1. - IN GENERAL.

THE CITY OF KEEGO HARBOR ORDAINS:
Scc. 18-1. Open burning prohibited

The City of Keego Harbor has found that owdoor and open burning on proparty within the City
withoul appropriate regulation can result m detrimental environmental eftects, health risks, and
unintended fire hazards. Therelore, this ordinance is intended 1o regutate outdoor and open buming
within the City 1o promote public health, safety and welfare, it air pollution, and minimize the risk
of fire hazards duc to outdoor and open burning.

Sce. 18-2. Definitions,

(a) Bonfire means a large outdoor controlled fire tor corcmonial, entertainment, social, or celebration
purposcs, typically as a special event for a crowd of people.

{b) Clcan wood means natural wood which has not been painted, vamished, or coated with a similar
material, has not been pressuee treated with a prescevative, does not contain any resin or ghue. ard
docs not include a plywood or other compostle wood product Clean wood includes dry fircwood
prepared from the trunk or branch ofa tree,

{¢) Construction and demolition waste means building waste materiais, mcluding but not himited o
shingles, insulation, treated wood, painted wood, wiring. plastics, packaging. rubble, or other material

that results [rom construction, remodeling, repair, or demolition ot any building or structure.

(d) Firc Chief mcans the Chicef of the Keego Harbor Fire Department or other person designated by
the Chicf.

{c) Fire code official mecans the Fire Chicf or designece.

() Exunguished means that the fire is no longer capable of sell re-ignition.

(g) Firc extinguisher means a mintmum 5 1b. type ABC fire extinguisher.

(i} Firc pit mcans: 1) an arca on or dug into the ground on properiy which shall be lined with stone.

brick, a mictal fire pit ring, or similar non combusttble material that is designed to keep a fire contained
to a specific arca, is designed to preventat from spreading, and is designed 10 be readily identified as



a firc pitarca; or 2) an open or enclosed portable fuel burning device used out-of-doors for recreational
firc and/or heat purposces using clean dry wood as fuel.

(1) Fireplace mcans a non-combustible structure with an open recess for burning a fire at the basc of
a chimney or stack usually made of stone. brick or other masonry material used out-of~doors fot
recreational fire and or heat purposcs,

() Manufacturcd burning unit icans an open or enclosed portable fuel burning device used out-of-
doors for recreational fire and or heat purposes using natural gas or propane as fucl.

{k) Open burming means the ignition, combustion, or sctting on firc of any natural or man- made
material. item, or fucl out-of-doors that is enutied directly into the ambieat air without passing through
a stack or chimney, cxcept it docs not include the burning of candles, lanterns, famps, bug repellem
torches, cigareties, cigars, ot pipces.

(1} Outdoor burming means the ignition, combustion, or sctting on fire of natural gas, propanc, clean
dry wood out-of-doors in an approved fireplace, outdoor stove, fire pit, or manufactured buming unit
as penmtted in this Article,

{m)Outdoor stove means a botler, stove, oven, or lumace that is located out-of-doors, is not located
within a building, and that uses natural gas, propanc. or clcan wood for fucl.

(n) Recrcational fire mcans outdoor buming for reercation. religious, ceremonial, or warith
purposcs. with a total fucl arca that shall not exceed theee feet (37) in diamieter and two feet (2°) in
height.

(0) Refuse means any solid wasie macrial such as garbage, rubbish, and animal waste as defined by
the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, Part 115 of Public Act No. 451 of 1994,
MCL 324.11501 ct seq., as amended. also commonly referred 1o as trash or garbage. Refuse does not
mclude lealless firewood prepared trom the trunk or branches of a tree.

(p) Yard clippings means lcaves, grass clippings, lake weeds, vegetable or other garden debris,
shrubbery, brush, or plantand or vegetation trimming. Yard clippings do not include leafless fircwood
prepared from the trunk or branches of a tree.

Sce. IR-3. Prohibited Open and Owidoor Burning,

{a) General prohibition. It shalt be unlaw ful for any person to cause, permit, or maintain any outdoor
or open buming on privale propertly situated within the City exeept as specifically permitted by this
Article.

(b) Refusc. 1t shafl be untawiul for any person to cause, peit, or maintain any outdoor or open
burning of refusc as defined in this Article on property situated within the City.
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(¢) Yard clippmgs. It shall be unlawlul for any person to causc, permit, or maintain any owtdoor or
open burning of yard clippings as defined in this Article on property situated within the City.

(d) Rooltops and balconics. Outdoor and open buming shall be prohibited on building roofs and on
cxterior balconics located above the first tloor.

(¢} Woodland and Wetand. Outdoor burning shall be prolubited in a designated protecied woodland
or welland.

(N Nuisance. No outdoor or open buming, whetlicr permitted or prohibited, shall cause a nuisance to
adjacent nearby propertics as sct forth below. Any outdoor or open burning that causes a nuisance Lo
adjacent ncarby properties shall be immediately extinguished upen direction ol the fire code ofticial,
a police officer, or code enforcement ofticer. Outdoor or open burning is a nuisance 1o nearby
propertics upon the occurrence ol the following:

1} Odors. Noxious odors have emanated trom the outdoor or open buming; or
2) Dustorash, Excessive dustor ash emanating Irom the outdoor or open burning has spread to
nearby propertics.

Sec. 11-79. Femiitted Outdoor Burning,

Outdoor burning of natural gas, propane, charcoal, or clean dry wood is permitied as specificd below
n an ouldoor lireplace, stove, manutactured burning unit, or fire pit only in comphance with the
following rcgulations:

(a) Outdoor Fircplace Outdoor Stove. Instatlation and use of an outdoor fireplace or outdoor stove
shall comply wath the tollowing;

1} A building perot shall be obtained prior to installation of an outdoor fireplace or stove, The
application for building permit shall include construction plans,

2) An outdoor fireplace or stove shall be sctback at least twenty-five feet (25°) from the nearcst
building which is not on the same property as the outdoor firepliace or stove.

1} An owdoor fireplace or stose shall be sciback at lcast filtcen foet (137) from all structures
constituting part of a building.

4) An outdoor fircplace or stove shall be sctback at lcast filtcen feet (157) Irom a woodland as
defined in section 2.1.127 of Chapter 26 of the Code of Ordinances,

5) An owtdoor fireplace or stove shatl not be Jocated within a wetland. as detined in scetion 12-
5 of the Code of Ordinancces.

6) Anoutdoor fireptace or stove shall have a stack or chimncy that extends at least cight fect (87)
abovc the ground surface. The Fire Chict' may approve a lesser height on a casc-by case basis
provided thit: 1} 1t 1s necessary to comply with manulacturer’s recommendations, and i) the
smoke from the lower chimney height will not create a nuisance for adjoining propertics

7) A firc inan owtdoor lireplace or stove shall be constantly attended until the tire is extinguished,



8) A functioning firc extinguisher shall be readily accessible to users of the outdoor fireplace
or stove.

(b) Firc Pits. Outdoor burning of charcoal or clcan dry wood is permitted in an outdoor fire pit
mstalled on the ground provided that it is lined with stone, brick, metal. or similar non-combustible
material that is designed 1o keep a fire contained 10 a speeific arca, is designed 10 prevent it from
spreading, and is designed 10 be readily identilied as a fire pit arca. In addition. the outdoor burning
m a firc pit shall be in compliance with the following regulations:

1)

2)
3)
4)
5)
0)
7

&)
9)

Where a dwelling 1s physically attached to one or more other dwellings, it creates a relatively
higher risk of firc damage or injury 1o property and persons in adjoining residential units than
in detached dwelling units. Accordingly, it a lire pit is used in a multiple family attached
residential development. the fire pit shall be sciback at least twenty-five Teet (257) from an
attached dwelling unit.

A fire pitshall be seiback at Jeast twenty-five feet (25°) from the nearest building which is not
on the same property as the fire pit

A firc pit shall be sciback at least fifteen feet (157) from all structures constituting part of a
building.

A fire pit shall be sctback at least fificen feet (15°) from a woodland as defined in section
2.1.127 of Chapter 26 of the Code of Ordinances.

A fire pit shall not be located within a wetland. as defined i section 16-150 of the Code of
Ordinances.

The total fucl arca shall not exceed three feet (3°) in diameter and two feet (27) in height.

A fire ina fire pit shall be constantly attended until the fire is extinguished.

A functioning fire extinguisher shall be readily aceessible to users of the fire pit.

An outdoor fire pit that uscs natral gas or propanc as its fuel source is pennissible in
accordance with the regulations of this subsection provided that a building penmit is obtained
prior to installation. The application for a building permit shall include construction plans.

(¢} Manufactured Burning Unit. Ouldoor burning of natural gas or propanc is perimitied in an owtdoor
manutactured burning unit in compliance with the manufacturer’s specifications. [n addition, the
lollowing regulations apply:

1

2)

3

Where a dwelling is physically attached 10 one or more other dwcellings, it creates a relatively
higher risk of tirc damage or injury to property and persons in adjoining residential units than
tn detached dwelling umits, Accordingly, if'a manutactured burning unit is used in a muliple
family anached residential development. the unit shall be setback at lcast twenty- five feet
(257) from an attached dwelling unit. In addition, natural gas or propanc containcrs with a
water capacity greater than 2.5 Ibs. shall be prohibited on balconics or within ten (107) fect off
any combustible construction in a mubltiple family attached residential developiments.

An outdoor manujactured burning unit shall be sciback at least fifteen feet (157) from a
woodland as defined in section 2.1.127 of Chapter 26 of the Codc of Ordinanccs.

An outdoor manulactured buming unit shall not be located within a wetland, as defined in
scction §2-5 of the Code ot Ordinances.



4) A firc in an ouwtdoor manulfactured burning unit shall be constantly attended until the fire is
extinguished.

5} A fuactioning firc exunguisher shall be rcadily accessible to users of the outdoor
manufactured buming unit.

Sec. 18-4. Outdoor Buming Suspension

(a) Strict compliance. Owdoor and open burning is permitied only in strict compliance with the
regulations sct forth in this Article. Any open or outdoor burning that docs not comply with this
ordinance shall be extinguished immediately upon dircction ot a fire code official, a police officer, or
code entorcement officer.

(b) Quidoor buming suspension. The Fire Chicf, or the Chicl®s designee. may temporarily suspend
all outdoor burning when weather conditions warrant it or when other conditions exist which the Fire
Chict or the designee. deems could pose a threat 10 public health, safety or wellare. Notice of outdoor
burming suspension shall be posted on the City website and Civie Center TV,

Scction 18-5. Bonlires.

A bontire is a large outduor controlied fire tor ceremontal, entertamment, soctal, or cclebration
purposcs, typically as a special event for a crowd of people and 1s permitted as follows:

(a)} The bonfire shall be contained within a fire pit with a diamcter that is two times {2x) the diamcter
ol the tuel arca of the bonfire.

(b} A permitted bondire shall not execed a fucl arca diameter greater than six leet (6°).
() A permitied bonfire shall not exeeed four feet (4°) in height
() A bonfire shall not be conducted within fifty feet (507 of a structure or other combustible material.

(¢} Any condition which could causc a fire o spread within tifty feet (50°) of a structure shall be
clintinated prior to agnition.

() No bontire shall be conducied if the wind is greater than ten (109 miles an hour,
Scction 18-6. Fire Suppression Trainmg Fires

Structures and other matcerials may be burmned for fire suppression training only m strict compliance
with all of the following provisions:

(a) Purposc. The training tire must be exclusivcly for fice suppression traiming. The training fire shall
itol be used as a means 10 disposc of wastc matetial of any kind, including tres and other hazardous
matcrials,

N



(b) Inspection. Notilication. Any standing structure that will be used in a fire suppression training
shall be inspected by both the fire code oflicial and a licensed asbestos inspector. Notification of this
inspeetion shall be submitied to the Michigan Departiment of” Environmental Quality, Air Quality
Division at least ten (10) business days prior 1o burning a standing structure, The notilicalion must be
submiited using Form EQP 5661 “Notiftcation of Intent to Renovale Demolish.”

(¢} Notice. Residents within five hundred feet (5007) of the proposed site of the planned fire
suppression training fire shall be notiticd at lcast filicen (15) days before the date of the planned fire
suppression training,

(d) Asbestos. All asbestos shall be removed prior to conducting the fire suppression training. i1 the
structure is a residential dwelling, the owner may remove the asbestos or have it removed by a licenscd
asbestos abatement contractor. IF it is a commereial building, all ashestos shall be removed by a
licensed asbestos abatcment contractor,

(c) Asphalt. Siding. All asphalt shingles, and asphalt or plastic siding shall be removed prior to the
firc suppression tramng fire unless the Fire Chiel determines that they are neeessary for the fire
practice.

{t) Ash. Ali ash shall be disposed of in an approved land!ilt or at an altermate location approved by
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality.

(&) Procedures. All fire suppression training should conform to the guidelines cstablished by the
Nattonal Fire Protection Associaton Standard on Live Fire Training Evolutions (NFPA 1403).

Scc. F8-7. Liability and Cost Recovery.

A person responsible Tor igniting or maintaining an outdoor fire 1a violation of the provisions of this
Article shall be responsible for all costs the City incurs o respond and remediate any danger, any
damage to private or public property, any injury to a person, or to suppress any fire. All costs shall be
recovered pursuant to the provisions of the Emergeney Cost Recovery Ordinanee set forth in Chapier
2, Article VI, Division 2 of'the Code of Ordinances,

Sce. 15-8. Protcction of Public Ticalth. Safety, and Welare,

Whenever any condition constitutes a risk 10 the health, safety, and wellare of the public, and where
the delay of notification would serve 1o further endanger the health, safety, and welfare of the public,
the City may cnter the premises without notilication to the owner or occupant for the protection of
the health, salcty. and weltare of the public

Scc. 18-9  Violations and penalties
Violation of any provision of this article is a municipal civil infraction and subjcets the violator 1o the

fincs and penaltics specificd in Scction 1-7.
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Scc. 18-10 10 IR-22. Reserved.

ADOPTED, APPROVFED AND PASSED by the City Council of the City ol Keego Harbor

this 21™ day of March, 2024,

ROBERT KALMAN, Mayuor
\p N\actr
TAMMY NC#Y, City Cleck

Fhereby centity thai the foregoing is a truc copy of the Ordinance as pusscd by the City Couneil of the
City of Kecgo Harbor at a regular Council Meeting held in the City Council Room in said City on the

21™ day ol March, 2024,
TAMMY NEFB. C&y Clerk

FBloompetd

| further cenify that the foregoing was published in Blacon ,ancwspaper of general circulation
in the City of Keego Harbor, on the 3r d day of fpriol , 2024,

TAMMY NEEB. Ciy Clerk

Within forty-fis ¢ {45) days alicr publication of any ordinance duly passed by the Council, a petition
may be presented to the Council protesting against such vrdinance continuing in cflect. Said petition
shall contain the text of such ordinance and shall be signed by not Iess than six pereent (6" o) of the
registered clectors registered at the fast preceding clection at which a Mayor of the City was clected.
Said ordinance shall thereupon and thereby be suspended from operation and the Council shall
immuediately reconsider such ordinance.
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